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Upper Clark Fork River Basin Steering Committee
C/0O Gerald Mueller
440 Evans
Missoula, MT 59801
(406)543-0026

March 1, 2011

Chairman Hendrick

House Natural Resources Committee

Montana House of Representatives

PO Box 200400

Helena, MT 59620-0400 --

Dear Chairman Hendrick:

I write on behalf of two statutory basin water management planning entities, the Upper Clark.
Fork River Basin Steering and the Clark Fork River Basin Task Force, to support SB103, which
creates a permit exemption for a well or developed spring for use in nonconsumptive geothermal
heating or cooling applications under specified conditions. The conditions set forth in 85-2-
306(3)(a) of the bill will ensure that it will facilitate saving energy that would otherwise be used
for heating and cooling without adversely affecting existing water right holders. Both groups
therefore urge passage of SB103.

The Steering Committee is a water planning entity for the upper Clark Fork River basin _
established by state statute, 85-2-338. Steering Committee members are appointed by the basin’s
counties, conservation districts, or the DNRC director and are representative of the basin water
interests. A list of Steering Committee members is included below.

The Task Force addresses water planning for the entire Clark Fork River basin pursuant to 85-2-
350. Its members are appointed by the Director of the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation (DNRC) to be representative of the basin in terms of geography and water

~ interests. A list of Task Force members is also included.

Representatives of two state agencies, the Natural Resource Damage Program and the . .
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks abstained from the Steering Committee’s c.ons%deratlon
of legislation as they are not authorized to speak on behalf of their agencies on legislative
matters. Neither the Steering Committee, nor the Task Force speaks on behalf of the DNRC.

Thank you.

wfg Hue b

Gerald Mueller
Steering Committee and Task Force Facilitator
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